This Page Is Inserted by IFW Operations 
and is not a part of the Official Record 



BEST AVAILABLE IMAGES 

Defective images within this document are accurate representations of 
the original documents submitted by the applicant. 

Defects in the images may include (but are not limited to): 

• BLACK BORDERS 

• TEXT CUT OFF AT TOP, BOTTOM OR SIDES 

• FADED TEXT 

• ILLEGIBLE TEXT 

• SKEWED/SLANTED IMAGES 

• COLORED PHOTOS 

• BLACK OR VERY BLACK AND WHITE DARK PHOTOS 

• GRAY SCALE DOCUMENTS 



IMAGES ARE BEST AVAILABLE COPY. 



As rescanning documents will not correct images, 
please do not report the images to the 
Image Problem Mailbox. 



06/30/2004 11:33 FAX 1 415 398 3249 



DORSEY& WHITNE Y LLP-SF 



PATENT 



1002 



Attorney Docket No, A-69466-5/RBC/V 

Attorney Matter No, 470900-00' I 
Application No. 10/821, l: : 



IN THE UNITED STATES JATENtJaND TRADEMARK OFFICE (Q ^ ^ 



In re application of; 
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AtjtUnit: 
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Examiner: 

\ 

Docket No 

! 

Certificate of Transmission (37 C.EB . $ UMt 
I hereby ccnijy that this correspondence is being facsimile transn - 
to ike U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, Facsimile number (703) 
9306 on ~ <> ~ 3g ~& 



Mail Stop AMENDMENT 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 




SBNfHIAL PAX CENTER 

S 0 2004 



INFORMA TTON DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Sir: 



i i 



This Information Disclosure Statement is rlereby submitted in accordance wjth 37 C 
1.98 and pursuant to Applicant's continuing duty under 37 CFR L56 to bring any informal 
which may be material to patentability of this application to the Examiner's attention. 
Examiner's attention is directed to the reference(s) cited on the accompanying substitute for f : 
PTO-1449A/PTO. Copies of the cited references are enclosed, unless otherwise noted belovr t 
is further understood that the Examiner will also consider information that was cited or submj \ ,: 1 
to the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office in a priori application relied on under 35 U.S.C. § I . . 
Notice of April 20, 1992, 1138 OG 37-41, at 37; M.P.E.P. § 609 (I)(A)(2). 



Applicant makes no representation that a search has been conducted by tbe Applicarj 
that there is not possibly more relevant art. Applicant also makes no representation thai 
information submitted herewith is in fact material to patentability. The filing of this Infomii 



■ i 

i = 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



-1 



(lb I I 



i 
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Disclosure Statement shall not be construed as an 
Notice of Januarys 1992, 11 O.G. 13-25, at 35„ 



continued 



This Information Disclosure Statemqit is bejing 
. date of a national application other than a 
of the date of entry of a national stage, befj; 
merits, or before the mailing date of a 
continued examination. 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(b) 



firsi 



This Application relies on the earlier 
September 26, 2003, of prior Application N< 
Application No. 09/640,267 filed August 8 
U.S.C. § 120. It is understood that the Ex; 
or cited by the Office in such prior 
37; M.P.E.P. § 609 (I)(A)(2). Copies of 
Office in the prior application are not requi 
attached. 37 C.F.R. § 1.98(d). 



iling 
10/2$$ 
2000 



aminer 



A copy of each reference ci 
1449A/PTO was submitted 
applications, thus a copy of s 



below: 



A concise explanation of the 
not required as the non-Engl 
prior application relied on 
a copy of each non-English 
was cited or submitted in pbrior Ui 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



re the 
Office 
No fe€ 



will 



( ocumejnts 



Attorney Docket No, A-69466-5/RBC/> ' 
Attorney Matter No. 470900-00 
Application No. 10/821, 

admission against interest in any mam 



filed within three months of the fili | 
[ Tosecution application, within three mor 1 1 
nailing date of a first Office action on ii 
action after the filing date of request ' i 
is required. 



eli te i 




A concise explanation of the relevam ;e of tt is non-English language document(s) app i. 



121003 



of prior Application No. 10/672,766 fi ; 
,870 filed September 26, 2002 and of p 

(now U.S. Patent No. 6,481,259), undei ! - 

consider information that was submitte, I ■ 

applications. I^otice of April 20, 1992, 1138 OG 37-41 i : 
previously submitted to or cited by ; 

provided in this application and thus are t t 



accompanying substitute for form P I 
ted by the Office in the above-mentid : i 
iifch references is not required nor is attached. 



■elevante of the non-English language documer i 
;h language documents were cited or submitted i i 
udfer 35 U.S.C. § 120. M.P.E.P. § 609 (III)(A)(3) 
document, including Cite Nos. A46 and A48-.' i 
3. Patent Application No. 09/i640 5 267 I > 

(ii .-I ) j 



PAGE 3/7 * RCVD AT 613012004 2:34:07 PIYI [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-113 * DNIS:8729306 * CSID:1 415 398 3249 * DURATION (mm-ss):0246 



06/30/2004 11:34 FAX 1 415 398 3249 



DORSEY & WHITNEY LLP-SF 



121004 



PATENT 



August 8, 2000, a concise exp lanation 
thus is not provided in this api lieation 



In accordance with M.P.E.P. §2001 
pending U.S. Patent Application Nos.: 10/8^1 
2004; 10/672,766 filed September 26, 2003; 
directed to related technical subject matter, 
not to be construed as a waiver of secrecy 
present application as a patent. The Exatn|iner 
application and the ait cited therein during examination. 



06(b), the Examinees attention is directed to ; ;■ 
,726 filed June 4, 2004; 10/795,007 filed Maid : i 
md 10/256,870 filed September 26, 2002, which 
The identification of this U.S. Patent Applicatio: i 
as to that application now or upon issuance of li 
is respectfully requested to consider the c ■ 



inc. 



The Commissioner is hereby authorised 
fees associated with this communication, 
credit any overpayment to Deposit Account 
A-69466-5/RBC/VEJ). 



to 

Juding 
No. 50- 



Date: 



DORSEY & WHITNEY LLP 
Tour Embarcadero Center, Suite 3400 
San Francisco, CA 94111-4187 
Telephone: (415)781-1989 Facsimile: (415)398-3249 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Attorney Docket No. A-69466^5/RBC/\ 1 .' 
Attorney Matter No. 470900-001 ' 1 
Application No. 10/821,- 

of the relevance thereof is not required * i 



charge any underpayment of the follow n 
my necessary fees for extension of time : 
2319 (Matter No. 470900-00025; Docket . .; 



By: 



Respectfully submitted, 

Mil 



Victor E. Johnson? Reg* No. 41 ,546 
for/ Robert B- Chickering, Reg, No. 24/.: 
iled Under 37 C.F.R. § 1.34(a) 



(1M ) 
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Substitute for form 144BA/PTO 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 



(use as many sheets as necessary) 



/ pplieatlcn N jmber 



Ring Date 



First Named ljnvenior 



Group Art Unt 




Substitute pto/sb/b i ; :<:•) 



Complete if Known 



10/821,818 



April 8, 2004 



MaxW. DURNEY etaL 



Tv be assigned 



Examiner 

Initials* 


No? 


U,5- Patent Document 
Number-Kind Code 3 {9 Known) 


PiiNlraMnn Dale 
MM-DD-YYYY 




Name of Patentee or Applicant of Cited 
| Dccumerti 


Pzg^s, Columns. Lines, wddte 
Passages or Relevant Figure; 




A1 


975,121 


11^08-1910 




Garter] 






A2 


1,295,769 


02-25-1919 




Kux 








A3 


1 ,405,042 


01-31-1922 




Kraft 






A4 


1.698,891 


01-15-1929 




Overbjury 






A5 


2,127,618 


08-23-1938 




Riemenschneider 






A6 


3,258,380 


06-28-1966 




Fischer et al. 






A7 


3,341,395 


09-12-1967 




Weber 






A8 


3,353,639 


11-21-1967 




Andritissi 






A9 


3,756,499 


09-04-1973 




Giebdl et al. 






A10 


3,788,934 


01-29-1974 




Copp 


a 






A11 


3.854,859 


12-17-1974 




Sola 








A1Z 


3,938,657 


02-17-1976 




David) 






A13 


3,963,170 


06-15-1976 




Wood 






A14 


4,215,194 


07-29-1980 




Sheperd 






A15 


4,289.290 


09-15-1981 




Miller| 






A16 


4,559,259 


12-17-1985 




Cetrelli 






A17 


4,628.661 


12-16-1986 




St. Louis 






A1B 


4,837.066 


06-06-1 989 




Quinr) et al. 






A19 


6.148,900 


09-22-1992 




Mohaln 






A20 


5,157,852 


10-27-1992 




Patroju et al. 






A21 


5,225,799 


08-06-1993 




West|etal. 






A22 


5,239,741 


08-31-1993 




Sharrjos 






AZ3 


5,390.782 


02-21-1995 




Sinn 








A24 


5,524,396 


06-11-1996 




Lalvalni 






A25 


5,568,680 


10-29-1996 




Parke 


jr 






A26 


5,692,672 


12-02-1997 




Hunt 








A27 


5,701,780 


12-30-1997 




Verh 


leer 






A26 


5,709,913 


01-20-1998 




Ande 


rson et al. 










Examine? 
1 Signature 






Date 
Considered 



•1 « 



• M ■ IBI^^H 



'EXAMINE A: Initial if reference considered, whBther or not citation Is In conformance with MPEP BQg. Draw line through citation If not In conformance 
considered. Include copy or tnis form with next communication to appllcarrt. ; 

1 Unique citation designation number. 2 Saa attached Kinds of U.S. Patent Documents^ www.uEptD.gov or MP6P 9P1.04. 3 Enter Office that Issued i 
document, by the two-letter code <W IPO Standard ST.3). * For Japanese patent documents, the indication Of me year Of the reign of the Emperor musi 
ine aerial number of the patent document s Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST. ie 
0 Applicant is to place 3 check mark hare if English Language Translation K attached, j 

Burden Hour Statement This form is estimated to take 2.0 hours to complete. Time will vary depending upon the needs of the individual CB3e, Any cor 
the amount of time you are required to complete this form should bo sent tb the Chief Information Officer. U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, Wasnlngr 
20231. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS AOD^ ESS. SEND TO: Assistant Commission er for Patents. Washington, DC 20v 

(1146198) 
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Substitute PTO/SB/&: 



■ JO) 



Substitute tor form 1449A/PTO 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(use as many sheets as necessary) 



Sheet 



Application Number 



Filing Date 



First Named Inventor 



Croup Art Un I 



Complete if Known 



ixaminor Name 



Attorney Docket Number 



10/821.818 



April 8, 2004 



Max W. DURNEY eta/. 



To be assigned 



To be assigned 



A-69466-5/RBC/VEJ 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



Exa miner 
Iniiiais* 



Cl»q 
No. 1 



A29 



A30 



A31 



A32 



A33 



A34 



U,S, Patent Document 
Number-Kind Cods' (tkntwrt) 



5^89,050 



5,885,676 



6,132,349 



6,210,037 



6,412,325 



6,481,259 



A35 



A36 



A37 



A38 



A39 



A40 



A41 



A42 



A43 



A45 



6,599,601 



6,640.605 



Publication Dale 
MM-DD-YYYY 



08-04-1998 



03-23-1999 



10-17-2000 



04-03-2001 



07-02-2002 



11-19-2002 



07-29-2003 



6,643,561 



6,658,316 



US 2002/0184936 A1 



US 2003/0037586 A1 



US 2001/0010167 A1 



11-04-2003 



11-04-2003 



12-02-2003 



12-12-2002 



02-27-2003 



08-02-2001 



of Patentee of Applicant orCted 



Dob 



Kang I 



Pagc=. Columns, 
Passages of" 



Line*, Where 
Figgre- 



I iwm 
It 



Lobo et al. 



Yokoyama 



Brandon, Jr. 



Crosvyell 



Dumey 



Foglejet al. 



Gillin et aK 



Torvinen 



Mehta et al. 



Gitlin fetal. 



Durney et al. 



Leek 



FOREIGN PATENT qpCUMENTS 



No? 



A46 



A47 



A48 



A49 



A50 



A51 



A52 



A53 



A54 



Foreign Patent Docvmenl 
Counlry Code 2 Number 4 Kind Coda 5 

[if known) 



DE298 18 909U1 



GB 2 129 339 A 



JP 02-065416 



JP 02-165817 



JP 02-192821 



JP 02-25B116 



JP 04-033723 



JP 04-091822 



JP 05-261442 



FuWIcaUon Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 



02-11-1999 



05-16-1984 



05-17-1990 



06-26-1990 



07-30-1990 



10-18-1990 



02-05-1992 



03-25-1992 



10-12-1993 



Examiner 
Signature 



Narne of Patentee or Applicant of Cited 
'< Doeumeni 



Fortnrieier 



Carte; - et al. 



Anritsu Corp. 



Takubo Kogyosho^ 



Amada Co. Ltd. 



Toshjba Corp^ 



Amada Co. Ltd. 



Am ad a Co. Ltd. 



Pages, Columns, Line*. Whi ■ 
Rale van L Passages or Rglrv 
Figures Appear 



I 



Date 
Considered 



■EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation Is In conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not In conformance 
considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 

1 unique citation designation number. 2 See attached Kinds of U.S. Patenlj Documents at www.usptcgov or MPEP 901 .04. * Enter Office that issued 
document, by the two-letter code (WIPO Standard ST.3). 4 For Japanese patent documents, the Indication of tha yesar of the reign of the Emparor mus 
the serial number of the patent document 6 Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on th B document under WIPO Standard ST. 16 
& Applicant is to place a check mark here if English Language Translation is attached. 

Burden Hour Statement This form is estimated to take 2 -° ho"" 5 to complete. Time will vary depending upon the needs of the individual case. Any con i 
the amount of time you are required to complete Ihla fgrm should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, Washtngl 
20231. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRjESS. SEND, TO: Assistant Commissioner f Dr Patents, Washington. DC 20; 

(11461Ga) 

I 
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Substitute for form 1449A/PT0 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(use as many sheets as necessary) 



A pplication Number 



Sheet 



of 



Filing Date 



First Named Inventor 



12] 007 



Substitute PTO/SB/a i -:<!) 



Complete If Known 



April 6, 2004 



Group Art Unit 



Examiner Name 



i Attorney Docjtet Number 



FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 



Examiner 
Initials* 


NO. 


Foreign Patent Document 
Country Code 2 Number 4 Kind code 5 
(fF known) 


Publication Dale 

»j u.nn.¥VYV 




Name or Patentee or Applicant or Qled 
Documsni 


pHgw. Columns, Linos, Whet- 
Re levant Passages or RqIo«3 
riQures appear 




A55 


JP 07-148528 


06-13-1995 




Honda Motor Co. Ltd. 






A56 


JP 08-224619 


09-03-1996 




Amada Co. Ltd. 






A57 


JP 10-085837 


04-07-1998 




Mitsubishi Electric Corp. 






A50 


JP 1 1-123458 


05-11-1999 




Meiji rjlat'l Ind. Co. Ltd, 






A59 


JP 11-188426 


07-13-1999 




Itoki Crebio Corp. 






AtiU 


JP 52-068848 


06-08-1977 




Nippon Electric Co. 






A61 


JP 53-070069 


06-22-1978 




Nippon Electric Co. 






A62 


JP 55-022468 


02-18-1980 




Takubo Kogyosho 






A63 


JP 55-055222 


04-14-1980 










A64 


JP 59-006116 


01-14-1984 




i 






A65 


WO 97/24221 


07-10-1997 




Hitacrjri Zosen Corporation 






A66 








i 






A67 








I 






ABB 








i 






A69 








i 





Examiner 
Initials'- 



Cits 
NO? 



A70 



A71 



A72 



A73 



A74 



A7S 



A76 



include name of ihe Buthor Qn capital LETT£ftS), title 
catalog, elt), dale, paoe(B), 



Publication "Office dA" by 
Publishers, Inc., Gloucester, 



Examiner 
Signature 



10/821 ,81 a 



Max W. DURNEY ef ah 



To be assigned 



To be assigned 



A-69466-5/RBC/VEJ 



NON PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS 



of the 
volume-tssue 



article (wh'en appropriate). Kile afihe item (book, mogadne. journal, serial, Byrnposn 
numbers), publisher, city smd/cr country whora published- 



Patent Abstracts of Japan, vol. 004, rio. 053 (ljrt-008), 19 April 1980 (JP 55-022-468 A). 



Patent Abstracts of lapan vol 015, no. QGQ (^-10GG >, 0 January 1991 ( SP 02-25E 1 16 A) 



Contemporary WorHd Architects, 2000, pp. 15, 20-35, Rockport 
Massac lusetts. 



Date 
Considered 



a ■■■ 
• ibii 



Draw line through citation *rf not in conformance n 



□ 

r :i 

E life 



*EXAMlNE:ft: Initial if reference considered, wheiheror not citation ia in conformance with MPEP 609. 
considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant 

1 Unique citation designation number. z See attached Kinds of U.S. Patent DOCUmen.13 at www.uspto.gov or MPEP 901.04. 3 Enter Office that issued 
document, by the two-latter code (WIPO Standard ST.3). 4 For Japanese patent COCUmentfl, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor muii 
the serial number of the patent document 3 Kind Of document by tho appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST. 1f 
ft Applicant is to place a check mark here if English Language Translation S attached. 
Burden Hour Statement This form is estimated to take 2.0 hours to eomolp te. Time will vary depenOlng upon the needs of Ute Individual case. Any cor •! 1 «*i 
the amount of time you are required to complete this form should be sent ip the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office. Washing ■ . •< 
20231 . DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: AS3l3tent Commissioner tor Patents. Washington, DC 20 

(1146 j 

PAGE 7/7 1 RCVD AT 6/3D/2004 2:34:07 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/3 * DNIS:8729306 * CSID:1 415 398 3249 ' DURATION (mm-ss):0246 



